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Synopsis

Galileo made the first effective use of the refracting telescope to discover important new facts about
astronomy. His observations led him to support Copernicus’s claim that Earth and the other planets
circled the sun. This conflicted with the teachings of the Catholic Church, and brought Galileo before
the judges of the Inquisition. He spent his final years under house arrest.Galileo’s genius lay in the
way he approached scientific problems. He reduced problems to simple terms on the basis of
experience and common-sense logic. Then he analyzed and resolved the problems according to
simple mathematical descriptions, thus opening the way for the development of modern
mathematical physics.National Geographic supports K-12 educators with ELA Common Core

Resources. VisitA www.natgeoed.org/commoncoreA for more information.
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Customer Reviews

"...attractive, colorful pages...Beautifully illustrated and visually appealing..." &#151;School Library

JournalFrom the Trade Paperback edition.

Philip Steele has worked in children’s publishing as an author and editor for more than 30 years. He



has written about lands, peoples, cultures, and the natural world. Some of his most prominent titles

are biographies of Ho Chi Minh, Jesse Owens, and Rosa Parks. Steele lives in Beaumaris, Wales.

Fast shipping! My son needed this book to complete his summer reading for school. Easy read!

Age appropriate, informative, beautiful illustrations. Would recommend parents to have it it their
homes for their new readers, explorers. Nat Geo has always captured my attention, even before

there was the internet.

Beautiful publication with a lot of paintings and a wonderful text. Will write in detail at a later date.

We all need many more books like this one.JPS

Got this for my grandson to do a report. It was very helpful.

My daughter and | loved reading these biographies. These are perfect for the 5th or 6th grader. The
writing is excellent and the subjects come alive. A lot of information is packed into a clear and

fascinating story.

nice dhild book

| read these National Geographic history books with my 4th grade son in the evenings. The pictures
are great, the text is well written, informative, and we both learn something without it being ... dry. It
is especially fun to talk about when the greats lived in relation to each other and other historical
events. Looks like Galileo was trying to convince the Catholic church that the sun, not earth, was the
center of the solar system just about the same time settlers were arriving in Jamestown. Academic

debate versus practical use of powers of observation...

| ordered this book for my brother, who is interested in everything Astronomy.He totally enjoyed it

and talked about it so much, | had to read it too.Lots of interesting information. A good read.
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